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simply 5 when I referred to the diploma, "is that the thoughts
and the heart should be pure/' He admitted that he was
called to heal folk by his touch, but declared that the miracu-
lous manifestations of his father were no longer possible in
these days, when the people are no longer good. One is
inevitably reminded that not many mighty works could be
done in Nazareth "because of their unbelief." What a
flame lighted up Sheikh Mohammed's sweet eyes., and what
a ring sounded in his gentle voice, when he rehearsed these
wonderful doings of the sheikh, his father, in a story which
I shall presently repeat. There was clearly a spiritual kin-
ship between him and old Sheikh Sa.li.ni, who was one of
my diggers when I was excavating Lachish of the Amorites
many years before. Patiently, conscientiously, this gentle
workman would toil all clay, with, little to distinguish him
from his fellows, save that most of these had to be watched,
while he could, be trusted to do the same amount of work
whether the foreman were looking or not. But sometimes
at night the power would fall upon him. Then would he
sway to and fro, braying like a donkey, or growling like an
angry camel,1 and once he started across the field at full
speed, and had not the young men, giving chase, caught up
with him and brought him back, he would have gone flying
through the air to Mecca—so at least the young men told
me! Baldensperger speaks of a dervish who "in his fits of
fanaticism," ran naked over the rocks to meet his Lord the
Bedawy.2 Other stories of the flying powers of holy men
have come to me and one of a sheikh who walked on the
waves of the sea at Constantinople, refusing to take a gov-
ernment reward in recognition of this proof of his holiness.
Baldensperger states that during the Turco-Itussian war
1 Baldensperger tells of a female dervish at Sldna 'AH, north of Jaffa,
consecrated a« the prophet's foal, who went about expressing her de-
mand for alms by neighing, without speaking. In an appended note
Dr. Chaplin .states that, she "wa« suffering from a peculiar nervous af-
fection, not very uncommon among girls in Palestine, which seems to
compel those laboring under it to go about imitating the sounds of
animals/' Sec Baldensperger Js article (op. tit), p. 36.

